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RePoRL ON THE BUILDINGS 


a Lo ). AT HOPEDALE MORAVIAN MISSIONS BY RESTORATION 
ARCHITECT JACQUES DALIBARD, FOLLGVING A VISIT TO HOPEDALE DURING THE 
SUIEIER CF 1970. as : 


HOPEDALE A MORAVIAN MISSION IN LABRADOR 
The Moravian missionaries first came to the Labrador coast in 1752. — 
Mercharits from London bought end fitted a vessel (The Hope) for the 
missionaries, They left London on May 18, 1752 and cast anchor on the 
coast of labrador on July 15th. With the possible prospect of settling 
there, they had decided to take with them a wooden house ready to set up, 
a boat, some articles of furniture and some seeds for a kitchen garden. 
On August 9th, the foundation stone of the mission house was laid. With 
the help of some sailors the house was erectec. and a plot cleared for a 
garden. By the beginning of September building, operations were well 
advanced. The missionaries transferred their possessions from the hut to 
the house. The building, 22 feet long by 16 feet wide, contained a living rocn, 
ea store room and a kitchen. On September 4th, The Hope sailed to explore 
the coast. A party of 7 who followed some Eskimos disappeared. A 
massacre was suspected. The missionaries shaken, decided to leave on 
September 17th. They took their goods on board ship and nailed up the 
house. Unwilling to admit that there was no hope at all for the seven, 
they left'a sufficient Quantity of Provisions, Cloaths and Tools, in Case 
our People, as it is very protable, should retire to the house", They hid 
the key, leaving directions on a paper fixed to the door "that they might 
finde ibif they escaped", The Hope left the bay on Septomber 19th. 

that 
Tnere is no agreement on the Jocation/the Moravians chose for their first 


ScLLsagiienl wnicn tney had named “iiossenthail"” or the Valley of Hope. Present~ 
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day Moravians place it ncar Makkovik; Professor James Hiller is inclined 
to think that it was more to the North near modern Hopedale. Some people 
in labrador claim they know where the ruins are. Only archacology will 


finally answer the question. 


The Second Moravian Mission is Nain? The missionaries left London on 
May 8, 1771 on the Amity. They stopped in St. Johnts, Newfoundland, for 
a week, unloading freight and taking in boards, shingles, flour, molasses 
and other supplies. They then sailed to Labrador to where Nain was to 
be and work started on ne 12th. The Brethren measured out ihe site 
of the house and began clearing the grounds. Some Brethren went on ies 
to cut pallissades. Eight hundred stakes were needed; each one six or 
eight inches thick and eight feet long. The pallissade was finished on 
the 23rd and the next day, the salt was brought on shore and storedin a 
shed built especially for it. By the 28th, the foundation was ready and 
_the house was raised. The work continued slowly in the following days, 
lining the walls with bricks and putting on the roof. The missionary party 
moved ashore on September 22nd. The Amity left Nain on September 25th. 


In the early years the mission house was extended and improved and a sawnill 


built. 


In 1775, The Moravian Missionaries at Nain. decided to build a second mission 
at Okkak. The Okkak mission was prepared at ain and this task occupied the 
Brethren for the following autumn, winter, and spring. Wood was cut at Kauk 
and nearer Nain and was hauled to the settlement in February. In April 1776, 
five Brethren set to work to frame the house, which was finished by the end 


of July. 
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See Illus. No.2 Pree 
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The Godda Intent which was to carry all the materials to Okkak arrived at- 
the end of August and left a week later. Beside the frame house, the 

sloop carricd boards, bricks, shingles, nails, stoves, tools, cooking 
utensils and provision for one year. Tne house was quickly raised at Okkak, 
and by the time that the Good Intent arived back in Main on October 13th, 
three rooms were habitable. The missionaries continued building during the 


autumn, completing a provision house, and adding a bake house at the east 


end of the mission house. 


In 1777, the Brethren turned their attention to a southerly geeiienents 
| In July, three Brethrers went to Arvertok to take possession of their land. 
No decision was made to begin the Avertok mission until 1781. Wood was cut 
for that purpose in the Nain area, and in the. Spring of 1782 the Brethren 
began to shape the timbers. The frame was erected in Nain, when finished 
in early August, and made ready for transportation on ship. The new house 
was sixty feet long, twenty-four feet broad, and contains four dwelling 
rooms, a kitchen, a store room, loft,and a hall to serve also as the meeting 


place. The new station was to be called Hopedale (Hoffenthal). Illus. No. 3. 


After 1782, the mission expanded no more until the foundation of Hebron 
in Kangerdluksoak in 1830. Other stations were eventually established at 
Makkovik, Ramah, Zoar, Killinek, Happy Valley, and North West River. Of 
these missions only five are still operating: Nain, Hopedale, Makkovik, 
Happly Vailey, and North West River. Okkak was closed after the Spanish 
Influenza epidemic in 1919 which carried away almost three quarters of the 


population. Hebron was closed in 1950 and the inhabitants were moved to 
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the more southerly station of Nain, where there is a modern school and 
cottage hospital, Hopedale, and Makkovik where there is a greater 
possibility of obtaining employment. Nain, the oldest station after 
the Valley of Hope, was burnt in 1924. Makkovik, built in 1894, was 


burnt. Only Hopedale is relatively intact. 


- Hopedale to-day - 


The Building (Illustrations 4 - 10) 

The building, erected in 1782 and still standing, is a wood frame 
structure, 60' by 24', two and half storey- The wall framing is an 
elaborate system of vertical and horizontal 4" x 6" timber members 

with diagonal bracing, morticed and tenoned, and pegged together. 

The panels oe by the framing are filled with brick masonry 
(Illustrations 6, 7). The exterior is sheathed vertically with 10 to 

16 inches wide boards almost 2 inches thick; the whole is . finally 
covered with clapboard. The apertures are small and irregularly 
located. The roof trusses are also elaborately joined. The roof itself 
is boarded parallel to the rafters and covered with shingles. A two 
storey lean-to serves as an entrance hall and stair well. The total 
effect is reminiscent of some of the Moravian buildings one finds in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; it has the Same Germanic flavour. The shell of 


the building is in relatively good condition. The shingles on 
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one side of the roof ha been removed. Parts of the brick infill are 
missing. The partition has been taken away although the treces are 
there. The building is at the moment full of junk; among empty barrels 


and odd pieces of wood are bundles of new shingles for the roof. 


The Mission (Illustration 11 - 15) 


Altnough detached, the 1782 building is part of a complex of buildings 
which form the mission. The other three main buildings are linked 
together. These are the church, the mission house, and the mlti- 
purpose building which contains a blacksmith shop (Illustration 14), 
and a carpenter shop, among other rooms. These buildings were built 

in the 1850's and 1860's. The mlti-purpose building is of the same 
construction as the 1782 building and the others might also be, bats 
this was not checked. The hardware and detailing in these three 
buildings are typically Moravian and of great interest. Their general 
shape - tall, elongated with a relatively steep roof, is—akse 
elongated-with-a-relatively steep-roof, is also characteristic of 
Moravian architecture. Three smaller buildings are connected to this 
complex. They belong to the Hudson Bay Company, but they must have 
been built by the Moravians for the hardware, the construction, and 

the detailing is similar to the mission buildings. These structures do 
not seem to be used any more. At a distance of 600 ft. or so from the 
mission the powder magazine stands dramatically on a rock: a small 
square structure with a pyramidal roof, timber framed with brick infill 
(Illustration 15). These buildings are well maintained. The church 
is currently used. The mission house is not being used as living quarters 


any more, but it has a small museum and a coffee shop for the tourist in 


the summer. 


The Village (Illustration 16,17) 

The location and the layout of the village make it as picturesque as it can 
be. A number of older structures in the vicinity of the mission house, may 
have been built for the servants of the mission. There are the remains of 

. the sawnill built in the 1840's. New constructions have been generally 


located at the edge of the community and have not so far spoiled the character 


of the village. 


Artifacts (Illustration 18,19) 

A considerable number of interesting artifacts are left in Hopedale. Some 
can be found in Nain, and it is said that the 160 foot long building, 
abandoned at Hebron, also contains some. The artifacts collected at Hopedale, 
of Eskimo and Moravian origin could furnish a small museum. Among those _ 
a scale model made in 1845 of the sawmill built at Hopedale, a number of 
ceramic stoves, Moravian carpenter and blacksmith tools, a large collection 


of lantern slides, fine Eskimo clothing, utensils, kayak etc... 
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Conclusion 

Reverend F.W. Peacock, the head of the Moravian Mission in Labrador and 

his assistant, David Dickinson have proposed to turn over the 1782 building 

to the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Develoyment for the sum of 

* $1.00. A small coffee shop run by the women of Hopedale as well as a small 
museum were opened for the tourists in the main mission pnilding Jase since, The 
C.N. ferry brings regularly tourists during the summer and some are interested 


in staying overnight. The Moravian would like to open a hostel in the main 


mission building. In 1971 the Mission will celebrate the bi-centennial of its permar 
settlement. 


The 1782 building when cleaned and with its roof fixed could be turned into 

a museum. The Moravians have an interesting story é tell, they have already 
a fairly large collection of Eskimos and Moravians artifacts which should be 
‘kept on the site. The Brethren are willing to lend them. The blacksmith 
shop and the carpenter shop in the multi-purpose building could also be open 
to the public. There is no need to install services; there is not at the 
moment any heating in the buildings and there is no sign of deterioration cf 


the artifacts or of the structures. 
As an historic site, it could be operated with a minimum of staff and expenses. 


There are people in Hopedale that could act as a caretaker and guides. 


Technically, there is no difficulty in preserving the old mission house. 
It is a special building and it should be preserved for historical and 
architectural reasons. More important might be the creation of a liaison 
with the Provincial Government to ensure that future development in the 


village will not, as in Nain for example, destroy its character. This does 


NOTE: Mr. Dalibard has now received confirmation of this ey 
| offer in writing. 
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not require money, only the time and understanding of a few intelligent 


people. 
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